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Rim Trail Reopens on Tusquitee Ranger District
MURPHY, NC, December 4, 2017 - The Tusquitee Ranger District has
reopened the Rim Trail between Big Stamp and Will King Gap atop the Valley
River Mountains in the Fires Creek Watershed near Hayesville, NC.
This portion of the trail was closed in 2010 because it crossed through private
property at the headwaters of Laurel Creek. On November 20, 2017, Mainspring
Land Trust acquired the 50-acre private inholding from the Laurel Creek
Property Owners Association and is now allowing the public to resume using the
segment of the Rim Trail that crosses the property.
The Rim Trail is a 25-mile foot and horse path that traverses the rim of the
Tusquitee Mountains and Valley River Mountains that form the Fires Creek
watershed. Sections of the trail predate land acquisition by the U.S. Forest
Service in 1937. The route was used for hundreds of years for access between
Cherokee towns in the area.
The Fires Creek area is a recreation destination popular with picnickers,
swimmers, hikers, horseback riders, mountain bikers, hunters, and anglers. The
trails and closed roads get moderate-to-high recreational use overall, with most
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hiking, horse and bike use occurring spring through fall.
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by
program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed
to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form,
call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202)
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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